Call for Papers—One-page Abstract Due by October 15, 2011
Random Acts of Service…by Design and Connection!

Service learning programs in colleges and university are designed to link classroom learning to the community while instilling civic responsibility in their students.  Successful programs develop and deliver effective service learning courses, curricula and projects that are meant to transform young individual, teachers, institutions and their partner communities.  In its simplest form, the idea of contributing to the planning and designing and implantation of a community focused initiative extends learning beyond the traditional classroom and through reflection about that contribution, deepens the capacity of future leaders to meaningfully engage and impact the world.  Today, most educational disciplines have integrated service learning initiatives in their curricula.  
Today, too, the world is a different place than even 5 years ago.  Today, a truly exemplary service learning initiative must be developed and implemented with cross-cultural, international, interdisciplinary, multi-lingual, multi-modal, multi-intelligence components woven through its principles, theories and practices. The pedagogy of service learning, in its evolutionary state, now needs to more than meet the reciprocal needs of academic and community partners, but also cultivate an environment that emphasizes mindfulness, hope and compassion.  More than a course to complete or an introductory dalliance with civic engagement, service learning programs have an opportunity to create capacity for “connectedness” through development of emotional intelligence and resonant leadership efforts that renders civic responsibility a way of life, a sustainable world-view, beyond theoretical concepts and applications.  
This call is for papers that can be included in the Best Practice Partnerships in the State of Texas issue that reflects examples of program design that is inclusive of this more sustainable connectedness and empathy and caring in action.  Examples of topics include but are not limited to:  Arts and sciences (STEM), business, Language and Culture (The Other), current Society and Community development issues (e.g. obesity, bullying, body image, immigration and social justice, Women empowerment, education, depression and working with children.
Authors should send a one-page abstract and bibliography that describes their proposed submissions.  Send abstracts in electronic format by October 15, 2011 to Katie Hardgrove, Director of Programs at Katie@texascampuscompact.org.  Authors of selected abstracts will be notified to submit their full manuscripts for peer review by December 15, 2011.  Selected full manuscripts will be expected by January 15, 2012.  Manuscripts submitted to The Compact Impact should be no more than 2000 words, not including abstract or references.  All works must be original and previously unpublished.  Manuscripts should conform to the standards set forth in the current edition of the Publication of Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA).  Questions should be directed to Editor of this special issue, Annabelle Arteaga, Ph.D., at Annabelle@millvale.com.  A non-refundable $25 administrative fee is required upon submission of abstract.  
